
An Open Letter to Collegues from Al Korba, MD
   For almost three decades, Therapy Associates has provided continuously upgraded oncol-
ogy care to the Tri-State area.  We have provided a national model for the centralizing 
of supportive infrastructure providing cost-effective state-of-the-art care by establishing 
outreach programs in Henderson, Jasper, Princeton and Harrisburg.

   The business side of radiation therapy has continued to grow and demand both expertise 
and commitment as well as increasing requirements for capitalization.  As Aly and I aged, 
albeit slowly, we came to understand that we would not wish to accept the enlarging role 
of businessmen as adjunct to our roles as physicians.

   Early in 2005, we entered into negotiation with Vantage Oncology.  This organization, 
centered in El Segundo, California, seemed an ideal match for us.  They were interested 
in the business side of the business and because some of the principals were radiation 
oncologists, were sensitive to the needs of patients and providers as well as the necessity 
to continuously invest in infrastructure.

   Therapy Associates is and will remain a professional corporation providing patient 
care.  We will continue to support oncology care in this area as we have in the past.  The 
membership of our physician component remains unchanged and itsõ abilities to provide 
complex, compassionate, appropriate care remains unchanged. Our capabiIities will be 
enhanced in this alliance with Vantage Oncology.  They have demonstrated the ability to 
fund and manage as well as improve the infrastructure.

   You will notice a change in the stationary but not in the physician component of the 
practice.  Aly, Shannon, Crystal and I will continue to serve the practice on the profes-
sional side and continue, with our colleagues of many years in the physics, nursing and 
the therapeutics sections, to develop programs of national stature.

   Vantage Oncology has been operating the technical component of our practice for þ ve 
months.  The transition has gone smoothly.  New physics equipment is in place and plan-
ning for delivery of new equipment is underway.

   I wish to take this opportunity to extend my personal thank you for tolerating me for 
nearly thirty years.  On behalf of Drs. Razek, Reed, Lamb, Ballou and Hadad please have 
a safe, healthy and happy new year.

-  Al Korba, MD, FACRO

(Inserted in this issue of the Regional Oncology Update is a press release 
from Vantage Oncology regarding Therapy Associates and Vantage Oncologyõs partnership.)
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Evansville Cancer Center is the only only ACRO accredited only ACRO accredited only
cancer facility in the entire Tri-State area!

Marketing Director Wins National & State Awards in 2005
   Robin Lawrence, Director of Marketing for Evansville Cancer Center and melanoma cancer survivor, was selected 
by the American Academy of Dermatology to receive their annual Gold Triangle Award, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to receive their Shining Star Award, and by the Indiana State Medical Association to receive their  
Patient Health Care Advocate Award for 2005.

The American Academy of Dermatology Gold Triangle Award
   The American Academy of Dermatology celebrates the þ eld of dermatology by recognizing the media, health 
community, industry, and individuals in public service and healthcare for their excellence in promoting dermatol-
ogy awareness and encouraging healthy behavior in the medical, surgical and cosmetic care of skin, hair and nails 
annually with their Gold Triangle Awards.  On Thursday, July 21st, 2005 the Academy recognized the 2005 winners 
at a special banquet at the Hyatt Regency in Chicago, Illinois.  Robin was among seven people nationally selected 
to receive the Gold Triangle Award.  This past May Robin traveled to New York City, New York by invitation and 

participated in a national news conference presented by The American Academy of Dermatology to recognize National Skin Cancer Protection and 
Detection Month with Monday, May 2nd being Melanoma Monday.  Robinõs ongoing efforts to raise the awareness of melanoma/skin cancer and the 
dangers of tanning was recognized by the Academy by bestowing the Gold Triangle Award. 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Shining Star Award
    On Tuesday, June 21st, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced the 2005 winners of their sun-safety awards, The EPAõs Shining 
Star Award winners were selected from across the nation for their extraordinary efforts in teaching sun safety to prevent skin cancer, cataracts, 
and other health effects caused by too much sun.  Robin was one of six chosen to receive The EPAõs Shining Star Award for 2005.
    In the United States, one person dies every hour from melanoma, the most deadly form of skin cancer.  With proper sun protection, however, 
this disease is largely preventable.  Being a melanoma cancer survivor and Director of Marketing at Evansville Cancer Center, Lawrence feels 
education is the key to reducing the incidence of skin cancer, speciþ cally melanoma.  She has performed over 250 presentations in grade schools, 
middle schools, high schools, universities and community over the past two years and frequently attends area health fairs.  Furthermore the last 
three years, Robin arranged free full body skin cancer screenings with the partnership of board certiþ ed dermatologists Jane Lim, M.D., Shari Bar-
rett, M.D., and Mary Tisserand, M.D. as part of Skin Cancer Protection and Detection Month supported by The American Academy of Dermatology.

Indiana State Medical Associationõs Patient Health Care Advocate Award
    Robin received the 2005 Patient Health Care Advocate Award by the Indiana State Medical Association. They selected her to 
receive this yearõs Patient Health Care Advocate Award because of the contributions and achievements she has made to the health 
and well-being of Indiana citizens. On Sunday, September 18th, 2005 ISMA House of Delegates presented the award to Robin at a 
special ceremony in Indianapolis, Indiana.  

     

Robin at AAD banquet as she accepts 
the Gold Triangle award from Rich-
ard Roeper of ôEbert & Roeperõ & 
Tim Kazurinsky, former cast member 
of Saturday Night Live.

Al Korba, M.D., 
FACRO 
Medical Director
   Dr. Korba is a Radia-
tion Oncologist who has 
been practicing in the 
Tri-State since 1976.  He 
has been internationally 
recognized as a pioneer 
in the development of 
High-Dose Radiation.  In 
1992, he received the 
Kurt Sauerwein Interna-
tional Award for his work 
in brachytherapy and is 
a frequently requested 
lecturer.  Dr. Korba is a 
Fellow of the American 
College of Radiation 
Oncology.




