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by 619 percent in a 50-year peri od — the
n ext highest being liver cancer at 295 per-
cent and lung cancer at 294 percent — she
k n ew she wasn’t the on ly one who wasn’t
aw a re of the disease’s severi ty. Af ter her
l i fe - s aving su r gery, Broe s ch was decl a red
c a n cer free , but she knew her fight wasn’t
over. She wanted to inform others abo ut
e a rly detecti on and preven t a tive measu re s
a gainst skin cancer. Th en she met Den i t a
Wi l s on Ma j ors , a 24-ye a r-old mother of
t wo from Mor ga n f i el d , Ky. Ma j ors was di-
a gn o s ed with skin cancer in Septem ber
2003 and died two months later.

“That re a lly hit me hard ,” Broe s ch says .
“She and I had sat down , and I intervi ewed
h er. I have a vi deo of h er that I show wh en
I pre s ent to sch oo l s .

whose phys i c i a n - m em bers sel ected her for
the Gold Tri a n gle Aw a rd for her work edu-
c a ting others abo ut skin cancer.

“What I re a l i zed after I had been diag-
n o s ed was that as edu c a ted as I thought I
was — and I was in health care marketi n g
— there was very little aw a reness of s k i n
c a n cer,” she says .“Wh en I was diagn o s ed , I
rem em ber being para ly zed with fe a r, won-
dering how long I had to live . I knew
en o u gh to re a lly scare me. Th en I re a l i zed
h ow lu cky I was, because of e a rly detec-
ti on . I ’ve been very lu cky, but that is not al-
w ays the case.”

Broe s ch was terri f i ed to learn that
m el a n oma is the fastest growing cancer of
a ny type of c a n cer there is. And wh en she
l e a rn ed the inciden ce ra te has incre a s ed

HEN EVA N SV I L L E
Ca n cer Cen ter Ma rketi n g
Di rector Robin Broe s ch
was diagn o s ed with skin

c a n cer in Ma rch 2002 at the age of 4 2 , s h e
took aggre s s ive moves to not on ly fight it,
but to edu c a te others abo ut the severi ty of
the disease and early detecti on . Because of
h er ef fort s , Broe s ch is fe a tu red in the
Decem ber issue of S H A P E m a gazine in
the arti cl e , “Wom en Who Shape the
Worl d .” The story profiles 10 wom en in
the Un i ted States wh o’ve impacted thei r
world and others’ by overcoming advers i ty
and tra n s forming them s elves into advo-
c a tes for wom en’s health.

S H A P E l e a rn ed of Broe s ch thro u gh
the Am erican Ac ademy of Derm a to l ogy,
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“These kids, e s pec i a lly the
kids who use tanning bed s , do
not re a l i ze the damage they are
doing to them s elves wh i ch co u l d
u l ti m a tely cost them their life .
And it’s because of va n i ty and
m i sg u i ded inform a ti on . Th e
m edia has done a won derful —
and I mean that sarc a s ti c a lly —
j ob of i n graining into our bra i n s
a tan is a sign of be a uty and
h e a l t h .”

Arm ed with vi deo s , f i rs t -
hand ex peri en ce , s t a ti s ti c s , and 
a devi ce call ed a Derm a -
Scan from Sch eri n g - P l o u gh
P h a rm aceuti c a l s , wh i ch shows
the damage to a pers on’s face
c a u s ed by ultravi o l et rad i a ti on ,
Broe s ch has con du cted more
than 300 pre s en t a ti ons abo ut
skin cancer to Eva n s vi lle sch oo l s
and univers i ti e s . Broe s ch’s hope
is that area ch i l d ren and stu den t s
wi ll take prec a uti ons now that
wi ll save them in the futu re .

Th ro u gh the S H A P E a rti cl e ,
Broe s ch hopes to ex tend her
re ach and spre ad the word to
o t h er young su n - s ee kers .

“I am very fortu n a te that
Eva n s vi lle Ca n cer Cen ter has al-
l owed me to make this my per-
s onal mission ,” Broe s ch says .
“Skin cancer is not re a lly a part
of our business here , but
( Medical Di rector) Dr. Al Korb a
s ays it’s not alw ays abo ut the
m on ey. It’s abo ut what is the
ri ght thing to do. So what keep s
me motiva ted is my own fe a r, re-
alizing for the most part this is a
very con tro ll a ble cancer. But the
key is edu c a ti on .”

P h o tos of Broe s ch were tak-
en for the fe a tu re along the river-
f ron t . Al t h o u gh she wasn’t a fan
of the heavy make-up the
S H A P E team app l i ed , or the
“ Mi dwest farm - gi rl ” o utfit they
d re s s ed her in, she says it was a
fun ex peri en ce . But adds she’s
s ti ll more com fort a ble behind a
c a m era than in front of i t .

— Beth Tompkins


